
MISSION – A new project 

seeks to inspire high school 

students, along with young 

adults, to attend college 

and pursue business, eco-

nomic policy and commu-

nity development as a ca-

reer path.  

   According to a press re-

lease, the Rosebud Eco-

nomic Development Cor-

poration (REDCO) recently 

issued a report to assess the 

state of the future work-

force for the Sicangu Lako-

ta Oyate. The purpose of 

the report was to identify 

the current state of the 

workforce over the next 10 

years. REDCO’s long term 

economic plans include the 

creation of over 100 jobs 

and the need for highly 

skilled managers.   

   “Our Tribe’s constitution 

calls for us to think 7 gen-

erations,” stated Wizipan 

Little Elk, REDCO CEO. 

“This report lets us know 

that we need to be doing 

more to prepare the next 

generation of leaders in 

order to improve peoples’ 

quality of life and grow our 

Tribe’s economy. The 

launch of the REDCO 

Scholars and Leaders Pro-

gram will be one of our 

first steps in this new direc-

tion. It will make youth a 

priority.”     

   Data was gathered from a 

variety of sources, includ-

ing test scores and inter-

views with community 

stakeholders in the Todd 

County, White River and 

St. Francis Indian School 

districts. The 3 school dis-

tricts serve the majority of 

reservation youth. The re-

port confirmed troubling 

high school dropout rates, 

as well as a need for more 

students completing col-

lege degrees. Increased 

resources are also required 

to ensure high school grad-

uates are better prepared 

for both the workforce and 

college. 

   REDCO’s existing in-

ternship program has pro-

vided 21 paid and for credit 

internships over the last 3 

years. The Scholars and 

Leaders Program will in-

clude high school students, 

with an overall goal to in-

spire them to attend college 

to study business, econom-

ic policy and community 

development as a career 

path.  

   “REDCO’s Scholar and 

Leaders Program is a Lako-

ta-based, experiential ap-

proach. It integrates think-

ing with doing,” stated Dr. 

Edward Valandra, a mem-

ber of 4Rosebud. “Students 

will see how education 

promotes self-

determination in all life’s 

spheres: cultural, political, 

social, environmental, and 

spiritual”.  

   The program will include 

job training and career de-

velopment for students. 

REDCO’s mission to foster 

and promote economic 

development for the 

Sicangu Lakota Oyate is 

linked to education. In ad-

dition, establishing a strong 

economy requires a solid 

education system. Data 

from the 2015-2016 Smart-

er Balance assessment indi-

cates that the majority of 

students across the reserva-

tion are not proficient in 

English and math, areas 

that are necessary for aca-

demic success.  

   Also, many students who 

are graduating from high 

school and attending post-

secondary institutions are 

not attaining a college de-

gree within 4 years, if at 

all. Low student proficien-

cy in school is tied to the 

effects of trauma on stu-

dents that have not been 

addressed and is not indica-

tive of students’ ability to 

achieve.  

   REDCO remains com-

mitted to taking concrete 

steps to help develop the 

future workforce through 

positive changes in the 

economy and education. A 

robust career and intern-

ship program for youth, as 

well as adults, will be 

launched early in 2018. 

The Scholars and Leaders 

program will provide par-

ticipants with career train-

ing, as well as professional 

development of social 

skills, that are necessary in 

the workplace.  

   REDCO is a chartered 

corporation owned by the 

Rosebud Sioux Tribe and 

managed by an independ-

ent Board of Directors for 

the purpose of generating 

revenue for the Tribe and 

promoting economic devel-

opment. Through business 

management and develop-

ment, policy development, 

and community develop-

ment, REDCO works to 

create employment, 

strengthen the local econo-

my, and provide self-

sufficiency for the Sicangu 

Lakota Oyate. For more 

information please call 

(605) 856-8400. 

 

The American Indian College 

Fund will host a listening ses-

sion for young Native adults 

who were previously incarcer-

ated and want to attend a high-

er education institute. The pur-

pose of the listening session is 

to gather knowledge and in-

sights on the support these stu-

dents may require to attend 

college.  

“We intend to create a safe 

space to listen to potential stu-

dents,” stated Cheryl Crazy 

Bull, Sicangu Lakota tribal 

citizen and AICF President. 

“We believe that we can 

change the lifepath of individ-

uals who were incarcerated 

through education.”  

College students need a varie-

ty of support to succeed in 

school. While financial aid is 

probably the first issue that 

comes to mind when one is 

considering college, other are-

as may include educational, 

health and mentoring.  

“Educated adults can trans-

form the lives of their children 

and families. I would be so 

happy to even change the life 

of one person,” stated Presi-

dent Crazy Bull.  

The listening session will be 

held on Friday, December 15, 

2017 at the Rushmore Plaza 

Holiday Inn from 9am to 

Noon. If you have any ques-

tions please contact Emily 

White Hat at 

ewhitehat@collegefund.org  

Pictured below is a table depicting data on academic proficiency, attendance,  drop-

out and graduation rates of 3 high schools located on the Rosebud Reservation. The 

data can be found on the South Dakota Teacher Accountability and Reporting Sys-

tem (STARS) 2015-2016 report card. Courtesy photo.  

mailto:ewhitehat@collegefund.org
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Greetings to all yoga 
enthusiasts! 

Welcome to the yoga corner.  

This month we will focus on 

yoga for the feet. With each 

passing year we put more 

miles on our feet and it may 

be time to address some feet 

tension. The human foot en-

compasses 26 bones, 33 

joints, and more than a hun-

dred muscles, tendons, and 

ligaments, not to forget all 

the connective tissue. 

Spending more time improv-

ing the muscles and flexibil-

ity of your feet can create a 

better environment to pro-

mote balance and improve 

all your feet movements.  

Think about it! Being bare-

foot just feels natural and a 

familiar state of being for us. 

Strengthening the small sta-

bilizing muscles of the feet 

can improve your balance 

and overall daily perfor-

mance. Shoes give a lot of  

 

 

 

stability and support, how-

ever, they can make the foot 

and ankle lazy. Everything 

starts at ground level. In tra-

ditional Chinese medicine 

the feet are seen as the sec-

ond heart and a true mirror 

of your internal health. Be 

bold, go outside your normal 

parameters and experience 

the effects of barefoot yoga 

on your feet.  

Tip of the month           
Start slowly and find a flat 

and cushioned surface like 

your yoga mat, or a thick 

dense carpet. Take your 

shoes and socks off. Stand 

strong with a gentle bend in 

the knees and start to go in-

ward to focus on the breath. 

While breathing and slowing 

down the internal environ-

ment, wiggle the toes and set 

your intensions to the feet. 

First, take a deep breath in 

and up on tippy toes, pause, 

and exhale back to feet flat 

on the ground. Use your 

arms to balance self. Repeat 

a few times. Remember pos-

ture is everything. You may 

experience some soreness in 

the beginning as your feet 

get accustomed to being 

barefoot.  This will fade in 

time and the muscles, ten-

dons and joints of the foot, 

ankle and leg will get 

stronger. Give the body an 

adjustment period to the new 

sensations of being barefoot.  

Before you know it you are 

doing YOGA.                
The Supercali Yoga Studio 

 

The 2nd Signing of the 

International Treaty to 

Protect the Sacred 

against KXL and Tar-

sands gathered at Lower 

Brule Camp Wiconi Un 

Tipi recently. The event 

was held to heal through 

ceremony and continue 

to unify for the future 

against intrusions on 

treaty land and water by 

45’s administration. Pic-

tured at right is  Unci 

Marie Randall, Sicangu 

Lakota, reaffirming op-

position to the construc-

tion of more oil pipelines.  
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Tribal Presidents Speak Out Against Keystone XL Pipeline Construction 

November 20, 2017 

GREETINGS MY 

FRIENDS AND 

RELATIVES 

   Cante wasteya nape 

ciyuzapelo (I take your 

hand in friendship). As 

President of the Rose-

bud Sioux Tribe, I am 

writing you today re-

garding a very im-

portant issue that ef-

fects our Tribe but also 

all of you as well. The 

Rosebud Sioux Tribe – 

also known as the 

Sicangu Lakota Oyate 

– is one of the seven 

tribes that make up the 

Oceti Sakowin (the 

Council First of the 

Lakota People). We 

are and always have 

been a free and sover-

eign nation. 

   In 2014, TransCana-

da, Inc., a company 

that develops and 

builds oil delivery 

pipelines, announced 

that they would con-

tract a pipeline from 

the Tar Sands Fields in 

Alberta, Canada to 

Steele City, Nebraska, 

and then on to Texas. 

The pipeline’s path 

would go directly 

through traditional 

land that was guaran-

teed to the Tribe and 

the Great Sioux Nation 

in the Fort Laramie 

Treaty of 1851 and 

Fort Laramie Treaty of 

1868. The pipeline 

would endanger the 

Ogallala Aquifer, 

which supplies water 

to millions of citizens, 

both Natives and non-

Natives, who live in 

that area, and will 

damage or destroy 

Sicangu sacred and 

burial sites. President 

Obama agreed with the 

concerns expressed by 

others and us, and ulti-

mately refused to grant 

TransCanada the nec-

essary permits to allow 

the construction to be 

completed. The elec-

tion of President 

Trump changed all of 

that. TransCanada, 

through Trump’s Pres-

idential memorandum, 

has now been given a 

presidential permit to 

cross the international 

border between Cana-

da and the US. 

   The Rosebud Sioux 

Tribe has an obligation 

to protect the health 

and wellbeing of the 

Tribe’s members and 

to make sure that the 

United States fulfills 

its trust obligations to 

the Rosebud Sioux 

Tribe. To that end, the 

tribe has retained the 

services of the Native 

American Rights Fund 

to assist the Tribe, the 

make sure that those 

public agencies – Fed-

eral, State and Tribal – 

honor our treaties and 

respect tribal sover-

eignty as well as our 

right to free, prior and 

informed consent. The 

pipeline has leaked in 

South Dakota, and any 

further leak could have 

devastating conse-

quences, not only for 

the Rosebud Sioux 

Tribe, but also for the 

rest of the Oceti Sa-

kowin and our Native 

and Non-native neigh-

bors.  

   Officials from the 

TransCanada Keystone 

Pipeline Company last 

week announced a leak 

of 210,00 gallons of 

oil leaded in Marshall 

County, South Dakota, 

an area adjacent to the 

tribal lands of the Sis-

seton-Wahpeton Sioux 

Tribe. TransCanada 

has not allowed Sisse-

ton tribal officials ac-

cess to the spill site to 

assess any potential or 

actual damage to tribal 

land and resources. 

The Rosebud Sioux 

Tribe supports the ef-

forts of the Sisseton-

Wahpeton Sioux Tribe 

to assess the potential 

damage to the water 

and environment and 

to protect tribal lands 

form contamination of 

drinking water. 

   Nebraska regulators 

have made a decision 

to authorize the con-

struction of the Trans-

Canada Keystone XL 

Pipeline today in spite 

of the events and mas-

sive oil spill in South 

Dakota. The Rosebud 

Sioux Tribe publicly 

opposes the Nebraska 

Public Utilities Com-

mission decision based 

upon treaties, federal 

and tribal law protect-

ing our natural and his-

toric resources, and the 

State’s decision to ap-

prove pipeline con-

struction in our treaty 

territory without con-

sulting Tribal nations 

or obtaining tribal con-

sent. 

   The Oceti Sakowin 

and the Rosebud Sioux 

Tribe have lived up to 

our obligations under 

the 1851 and 1868 

Treaties of Fort 

Laramie. The land, 

water, tribal sovereign-

ty and governmental 

services were not 

“given” to us in those 

treaties, they were bar-

gained for with the 

blood of our ancestors. 

We will not dishonor 

our relatives and un-

necessarily endanger 

our health, safety and 

wellbeing. The Rose-

bud Sioux Tribe will 

take any and all neces-

sary steps, up to and 

including litigation, to 

protect our people, our 

land and water, and 

our cultural and histor-

ic resources. 

   Hećetu yelo. (That’s 

how it is). Please con-

tact me if you have 

any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Willie Kindle,  

President 

Rosebud Sioux Tribe 

 

 

November 20, 2017 

Statement from 

Chairman Harold 

Frazier regarding the 

Public Service Com-

mission’s decision on 

Keystone XL pipeline  

   The Nebraska Public 

Service Commission 

has concluded their 

examination process 

and has unfortunately 

approved of the permit 

that would allow the 

Keystone XL pipeline 

run by TransCanada 

Corporation to begin 

construction. This 

pipeline will run ap-

proximately 1,179 

miles from the Canadi-

an border to its desti-

nation. When the pipe-

line crosses the Yel-

lowstone River, it will 

snake through more 

than 500 miles of the 

Great Sioux Nation 

treaty territory and 

pass within feet of my 

reservation upstream 

on the Cheyenne Riv-

er.  

This decision will al-

low yet another treaty 

transgression once the 

construction begins to 

cross our treaty territo-

ry at the Yellowstone 

River in Montana. One 

pipeline has passed 

under the Missouri 

River on our eastern 

border and this pipe-

line is projected to 

pass under the Chey-

enne River on our 

southern border. The 

Cheyenne River Sioux 

Tribe will fight this 

Treaty violation with 

any means necessary. 

We have not asked for 

this danger to our way 

of life, yet today it is 

being forced upon us 

again. 

As you sit at your ta-

bles this weekend to 

give thanks for what 

you have, remember 

that what you have has 

been taken at the ex-

pense of the people 

who have been robbed 

of that ability and a 

land that has no de-

fense again what is 

being done. How many 

more years of taking 

will you celebrate be-

fore mother nature will 

no longer allow it? Do 

not forget that we are 

ruled by a law of na-

ture that cannot be 

trumped by man-made 

laws. We may not sur-

vive the penalty for 

breaking the laws of 

nature. 

I encourage anyone 

that understands this to 

accept the challenge 

and defend that which 

we all belong with a 

promise to protect 

mother nature. The 

time for action is now. 

There are many ways 

you can help. You can 

support organizations 

that are currently 

fighting to protect the 

land. You can organize 

you and your friends 

into new organizations 

to protect the land and 

work to turn back the 

damaging laws and 

decisions. 

At this time, we are 

not asking for volun-

teers to come to the 

reservation. We need 

you to keep us in your 

thoughts and prayers 

as my people face yet 

another wave of mani-

fest destiny.  
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   Statistics tell us that 

Native American 

women are sexually 

assaulted at a much 

higher rate than any 

other group. Assaults 

against Indigenous 

women are not limited 

to rape. There are 

countless women out 

there suffering from 

sexual harassment. In 

addition, too many 

Lakota women suffer 

from mental, emotion-

al, physical and spir-

itual abuse inflicted by 

their romantic partners 

every single day.  

   Men, women and 

children now living on 

our reservations are 

victims of physical, 

mental, emotionally, 

sexual and spiritual 

abuse. Much of this 

abuse is rooted in in-

tergenerational or his-

torical trauma. The 

White Buffalo Calf 

Woman Society on the 

Rosebud Reservation 

offers services to help 

both male and female 

victims. Despite the 

many victims, I want 

to focus on men who 

abuse women.  

   Unfortunately, the 

majority of men have 

forgotten the teaching 

that women are sacred. 

Even in thought, wom-

en are to be held sa-

cred. If you don’t un-

derstand what that 

means, you can look to 

the story passed down 

by our Lakota ances-

tors about the coming 

of Pte San Win (White 

Buffalo Calf Woman) 

and the Cannunpa she 

gifted us. In short, the 

story is about a man 

who paid with his life 

after having a bad 

thought about Pte San 

Win.  

   Women are the giv-

ers of life. In Lakota 

society, women own 

the home and nurture 

their families. Today, 

many women living on 

Indian reservations are 

financially supporting 

a household of people. 

Women also care for 

extended family mem-

bers. Still, we continue 

to be abused on many 

levels by the men in 

our lives.  

   There are Lakota 

men living on our res-

ervations who regular-

ly display misogynistic 

behavior. As a result, 

heterosexual women 

must be careful when 

choosing a romantic 

partner. Women must 

put their own personal 

safety first.  

   When you look 

around our reserva-

tions, you will see 

many couples getting 

serious about one an-

other very quickly. 

These couples might 

move in together or 

publicly announce an 

engagement soon after 

meeting. It isn’t 

healthy behavior, yet 

many view it as nor-

mal.  

   Many women who 

found the strength and 

courage to leave a vio-

lent relationship can 

testify to the abuse 

they suffered. They 

will tell you about how 

the abuser said all the 

right things in the 

courtship stage of the 

relationship. He may 

have sympathized with 

the woman about a 

serious illness, or her 

problems at work, or 

the issues she might 

have with children and 

other family members. 

Abusers wear the hon-

eymoon mask well; 

they know how to say 

all the things women 

want to hear.  

   When a woman is 

falls in love with an 

abuser, she will over-

look her own intuitive 

red flags about his be-

havior. She will also 

ignore the advice of 

family and friends. 

Women who might 

come to her with sto-

ries about how the 

man she is involved 

with is a violent abus-

er, are viewed as jeal-

ous or even spiteful. 

She truly believes the 

man has changed for 

the better since his last 

abusive relationship.  

   Yet, nothing could 

be further from the 

truth. He hasn’t 

changed. Abusers who 

haven’t been through a 

treatment or anger 

management program 

will continue to hurt 

their partners on many 

levels. He can profess 

to love you and still 

beat the heck out of 

you. He might even 

kill you.  

   There is a reason he 

was single when you 

met him. Single men 

over the age of 35, 

who have children 

with one or several 

women, are the type 

we need to stay away 

from.  

   Many women watch 

with heartbreak when 

a good friend gets ro-

mantically involved 

with a violent man. 

But we refrain from 

telling her the details 

of the violent incidents 

in his past because we 

risk bringing harm to 

ourselves or our fami-

ly. We make a choice 

to allow the woman to 

learn for herself how 

abusive he can be. We 

also pray she is not 

murdered during the 

course of the relation-

ship.  

   Ladies, please take 

an honest look at your 

relationship. Pay atten-

tion to the red flags 

because they are never 

wrong. Maybe you 

could ask the man 

you’re involved with, 

the real reason why he 

left his last 2 or 3 or 4 

relationships. Watch 

carefully his reaction 

to questions about his 

former partners. You 

also need to know if 

he’s financially sup-

porting his minor chil-

dren. It’d be great if he 

had a job where he 

earned enough money 

to financially support 

all of his children and 

help you pay your bills 

too.  

   There is only one of 

you. You, as well as 

your children, have a 

right to be safe in your 

own home. Please be 

careful about the man 

you choose to be your 

partner.  

Ladies, Pay Attention To The Red Flags                                      By Vi Waln 
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   November 24, 2017 

was Native American 

Heritage Day in the 

United States. It’s also 

one of the biggest 

shopping days in our 

modern commercial 

society. Customers are 

getting a jump start on 

Christmas shopping by 

cashing in on Black 

Friday sales. 

   When you live on an 

Indian reservation 

marked by abject pov-

erty, Black Friday 

deals are often limited 

to just viewing the 

photos of the trending 

products advertised on 

television or the inter-

net. November and 

December are just like 

any other time of the 

year for many living 

on Indian reservations; 

people struggle to pay 

utility bills and buy 

food just like they do 

every month. In many 

cases, there is nothing 

left to purchase Christ-

mas gifts or food for a 

big dinner.  

   November is desig-

nated as Native Ameri-

can Heritage Month. 

This is also the time of 

year when our histori-

cal or intergenerational 

trauma is triggered. 

We will remember 

many traumatic events 

over the coming 

weeks.  

   Several historical 

dates are approaching 

in which our ancestors 

were slaughtered by 

the US military forces. 

How ironic for the US 

government to declare 

Black Friday as Native 

American Heritage 

Day when it coincides 

with the start of some 

of the bloodiest anni-

versaries in our 

memory.  

   For example, on No-

vember 27, 1868, 

Lieutenant Colonel 

George Armstrong 

Custer attacked Chief 

Black Kettle’s band of 

Cheyenne near the 

Washita River in Okla-

homa. Black Kettle 

had been promised 

safety by the nearby 

Commander of Fort 

Cobb. The massacre 

resulted in the death of 

the Chief and 103 of 

his people, many of 

which were women 

and children. 

   Another event in our 

collective memory is 

the November 29, 

1864 massacre of 

Cheyenne and Arapa-

ho people at Sand 

Creek in Colorado. 

Most of the people 

killed were women 

and children. Soldiers 

also mutilated many 

bodies and paraded 

through nearby towns 

displaying the bloody 

genitals of women. 

   Back then, mutilated 

body parts were called 

redskins, since they 

were freshly stained 

with the victims’ 

blood. There were of-

ten posters advertising 

cash payments to peo-

ple who turned in fresh 

redskins. Today, the 

world knows redskins 

as a football team’s 

mascot. They can’t 

understand why we are 

offended.  

   December is a trau-

matic month for the 

Lakota/Dakota/Nakota 

people. Chief Sitting 

Bull was murdered on 

December 15, 1890 on 

the present day Stand-

ing Rock reservation 

by Lakota police offic-

ers. In addition, Presi-

dent Lincoln gave the 

order that resulted in 

the mass execution of 

38 Dakota men in 

Mankato, Minnesota 

on December 26, 

1862.  

   And the most infa-

mous massacre was at 

Wounded Knee on De-

cember 29, 1890, 

when the 7th Cavalry 

murdered Chief Big 

Foot’s band and left 

their bodies to freeze 

after a blizzard hit the 

area. The murdered 

Lakota were buried in 

a mass grave that is 

now visited by hun-

dreds of tourists every 

summer.  

   Even though the 

government recognizes 

modern-day tribes by 

designating November 

as Native American 

Heritage Month, that 

honor means nothing 

to many of us who ex-

perience post-

traumatic stress disor-

der (PTSD) deep in 

our genes. Conse-

quently, there is an 

upswing of substance 

abuse during the last 2 

months of the year. 

Many of us believe 

that increased drinking 

and drugging is due to 

the PTSD carried in 

our collective memory.  

   We can overcome 

the effects of historical 

or intergenerational 

trauma. It takes an ef-

fort by the individual 

to recognize trauma 

and begin the hard 

work to release it. Let-

ting go of trauma isn’t 

easy and it can be ex-

tremely painful. Yet, 

it’s the only way we 

will heal.  

   Many of us are in 

denial about the effect 

historical or intergen-

erational trauma has 

on our family. If you 

look at today’s society, 

there are young people 

and children suffering 

horribly on our reser-

vations. The majority 

of this suffering is 

likely caused by the 

trauma we carry in our 

collective memory.  

   As long as we do 

nothing to heal the 

trauma we carry, our 

children will continue 

to be abused, sexually 

molested and taken 

away from us by state 

sanctioned social 

workers. Our refusal to 

heal will result in more 

intergenerational trau-

ma for our descend-

ants.  

   I can’t tell you to 

heal, you have to do 

that on your own. We 

all have the strength to 

overcome the obstacles 

in front of us to begin 

walking the path to 

healing. Lakota prayer 

and ceremony have 

healed many of us. 

When you make a con-

scious effort to work 

on healing the histori-

cal trauma you carry, it 

will have a positive 

effect on your children 

and grandchildren.  

   Ask for healing in 

your daily prayer and 

then be ready to em-

brace it.   
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Alcatraz Island, San 

Francisco, CA – In the 

early morning hours of 

November 23rd, 2017 

over 4000 people gath-

ered on Alcatraz Island 

for the annual Indige-

nous Peoples Thanks-

giving sunrise gather-

ing organized and 

sponsored by the Inter-

national Indian Treaty 

Council (IITC).  

   Participants included 

leaders and presenters 

representing Indige-

nous Nations from 

throughout California, 

North America, the 

Caribbean, Latin 

America, Asia and the 

Pacific. Among the 

participants was for-

mer 49ers quarterback 

and anti-racism activist 

Colin Kaepernick, 

whose well-known 

gesture of resistance to 

police brutality in this 

country and ongoing 

support for Indigenous 

Peoples’ struggles 

were honored during 

the gathering.  

    “Our fight is the 

same fight, we're all 

fighting for our justice 

& freedom,” Colin 

stated. 

   Speakers at the gath-

ering called attention 

to ongoing struggles to 

protect their Peoples, 

sacred places and 

homelands from im-

posed development. 

The sacred fire, pray-

ers, songs, dances, cer-

emonies and drums 

demonstrated the con-

tinued vibrancy of In-

digenous Peoples’ cul-

tures and ways of life. 

Statements of thanks 

were given for the 

courage and commit-

ment of the many an-

cestors, leaders and 

resisters who sacri-

ficed so that these 

ways and practices 

could survive.    

   The gathering 

opened by honoring 

the original Indigenous 

inhabitants of the Bay 

Area with an Ohlone 

welcome. Indigenous 

leaders Lehman 

Brightman and Dennis 

Banks, who recently 

made their journey to 

the spirit world, along 

with past leaders - in-

cluding Richard Oak-

es, who were instru-

mental in the 1969 Oc-

cupation; Bill 

Wahpepah, who begin 

organizing the Alca-

traz Sunrise gatherings 

on an annual basis as 

the Director of IITC’s 

San Francisco Office 

in the early 1980s, 

were recognized and 

honored.  

   IITC has continued 

to organize the Indige-

nous Peoples Thanks-

giving and the Day of 

Solidarity with Indige-

nous Peoples (aka Co-

lumbus Day) gather-

ings each year to tell 

the true history of 

these national holidays 

from the perspective of 

Indigenous Peoples 

and affirm Indigenous 

survival and resistance 

despite the often-

invisible history of 

genocide and Treaty 

violations that were 

fundamental to the col-

onization of this hemi-

sphere.  

   These gatherings al-

so commemorate the 

1969 occupation of 

Alcatraz by Indians of 

All Tribes, 48 years 

ago. The occupation 

sparked the national 

and international In-

digenous Peoples 

movement and planted 

the seeds for many 

successful Native 

American advocacy 

initiatives, including 

the work of IITC and 

other Indigenous Peo-

ples at the United Na-

tions, resulting in the 

adoption of the UN 

Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples 10 years ago. 

   The International 

Indian Treaty Council 

(IITC) is an organiza-

tion of Indigenous 

Peoples from North, 

Central, South Ameri-

ca, the Caribbean and 

the Pacific working for 

the Sovereignty and 

Self Determination of 

Indigenous Peoples 

and the recognition 

and protection of In-

digenous Rights, Trea-

ties, Traditional Cul-

tures and Sacred 

Lands. https://

www.iitc.org/ 

  

Pictured at left is the for-

mer 49ers quarterback 

and anti-racism activist 

Colin Kaepernick. 

He addressed the sunrise 

gathering organized 

and hosted by the Inter-

national Indian Treaty 

Council on Thanksgiving 

morning at Alcatraz Is-

land. (Photo credit: 

Morning Star Gali) 
 

“Today, I was on Alcatraz 

Island at the Indigenous 

People’s Sunrise Gather-

ing, in solidarity with 

those celebrating their 

culture and paying re-

spects to those that partic-

ipated in the 19-month 

occupation of Alcatraz in 

an effort to force to honor 

the Treaty of Fort 

Laramie.” Colin Kaeper-

nick (Tweet posted on 

Thanksgiving Day) 

https://www.iitc.org/
https://www.iitc.org/
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WASHINGTON, DC 
November 16, 2017—The 
Federal Communications 
Commission today took 
major steps to transform 
its Lifeline program to 
more effectively and effi-
ciently close the digital 
divide for low income 
households. 

By taking a fresh look at 
the program to focus on 
areas where Lifeline sup-
port is most needed, and 
to incentivize investment 
in networks that enable 
21st Century connectivity 
for all Americans, these 
reforms will better serve 
the program’s low-
income subscribers.  

In addition, focusing Life-
line support to spur in-
vestment in facilities-
based networks serving 
low-income households 
could also be an effective 
tool for combatting 
waste, fraud, and abuse 
in the program. The Com-
mission has found that 
Lifeline providers that are 
resellers – that is, provid-
ers that don’t build or 
maintain their own net-
work facilities – have 
been the primary source 
of waste, fraud, and 
abuse. 

Lifeline was established 
in 1985 to provide dis-
counts on phone service 
to ensure that all U.S.  
households had access 
to vital communications 
services, regardless of 
income. Since 2016, the 
program has also sup-
ported broadband ac-
cess, providing $9.25 in 
monthly discounts for 
voice, voice-data bun-
dles, or stand-alone 
broadband. 

The item adopted by the 
FCC today makes some 
immediate changes to 
encourage facilities-
based Lifeline service 
and improve program 
management to benefit 
consumers. The item also 
seeks comment on addi-
tional proposals, includ-
ing how Lifeline support 
can address the lack of 
modern service in under-

served areas and remote 
rural locations, including 
Tribal lands. 

A Fourth Report and Or-
der, Order on Reconsider-
ation, and Memorandum 
Opinion and Order chang-
es FCC rules to:  

>Incentivize deployment 
on Tribal lands by limiting 
“enhanced” Tribal Life-
line support – $25 month-
ly in addition to the 
standard $9.25 per house-
hold – to facilities-based 
providers 

>Reduce program waste 
by limiting enhanced 
Tribal support to rural 
areas and eliminating 
enhanced support in ur-
ban areas, where the ad-
ditional $25 a month is 
not required to make ser-
vice affordable or to pro-
mote deployment 

>Increase consumer 
choice by eliminating 
restrictions that barred 
Lifeline consumers from 
changing Lifeline provid-
ers for a year 

>Protect consumers and 
the program by clarifying 
that Lifeline support is 
only available for mobile 
broadband at 3G or better 
levels, barring support for 
so-called “premium Wi-
Fi” services that require 
use at a Wi-Fi hotspot 

A Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking seeks com-
ment on: 

>Spurring investment in 
deployment and reducing 
waste, fraud, and abuse 
by limiting Lifeline sup-
port to facilities-based 
providers 

>Protecting the program 
by restoring the tradition-
al role of the states in 
approving participation of 
Lifeline-eligible providers 

>Protecting ratepayers, 
who pay for Lifeline 
through an assessment 
on their phone bills, by 
setting a self-enforcing 
budget cap on the pro-
gram 

>Improving provider in-
centives to offer high 

quality services by estab-
lishing a maximum dis-
count level for Lifeline-
supported services 

Finally, a Notice of In-
quiry seeks comment on 
how to efficiently target 
more funds to areas and 
households most in need 
of help in obtaining digi-
tal opportunity.  These 
areas would include rural 
and Tribal areas, as well 
as low-income urban are-
as that are likely to be 
underserved by provid-
ers. 

The following is an ex-
cerpt of the statement 
made by FCC Chairman 
Ajit Pai: 

The reforms that we im-
plement and propose to-
day seek to accomplish 
two important objectives: 
(1) curtail the waste, 
fraud, and abuse that 
continue to plague the 
Lifeline program and (2) 
make Lifeline more effec-
tive at bridging the digital 
divide on behalf of low-
income Americans. 

Let’s start with what spe-
cifically will change as a 
result of this Order. 

First, we will reduce 
waste by appropriately 
targeting enhanced Tribal 
Lifeline support. Right 
now, the Lifeline program 
provides subsidies of up 
to $9.25 a month to those 
living in most parts of the 
country.  But it provides 
up to $34.25 a month in 
subsidies to those living 
on Tribal lands, a $25 per 
month bump.  In many 
cases, that enhanced 
subsidy rightly reflects 
the limited deployment 
and high cost of provid-
ing service on many Trib-
al lands. But the defini-
tion we’ve used for Tribal 
lands includes cities like 
Tulsa, Oklahoma and Re-
no, Nevada. So, any low-
income person in Tulsa 
and Reno is eligible for a 
$34.25-per-month subsidy 
while those living in 
Wichita, Las Vegas, and 
the vast majority of cities 
in the United States only 
qualify for $9.25. This 

makes no sense. I was 
just in Reno this summer 
and—consistent with be-
ing “the Biggest Little 
City in the World”—it 
seems to be a pretty sig-
nificant population center 
with good connectivity, 
especially when com-
pared to Tribal areas I’ve 
visited, like the Rosebud 
Sioux Reservation and 
Navajo Nation. Targeting 
enhanced Lifeline Tribal 
support to rural Tribal 
areas ends this waste and 
directs federal help to 
members who really need 
the help. 

Second, we direct en-
hanced Tribal support to 
those providers who are 
actually building net-
works and deploying in-
frastructure on Tribal 
lands. I’ve participated in 
three official Tribal con-
sultations as Chairman 
and numerous other 
meetings with Tribal rep-
resentatives. I’ve dis-
cussed the Lifeline pro-
gram with Tribal repre-
sentatives and talked 
about ways it can be im-
proved. And what I have 
heard repeatedly is that 
communities on Tribal 
lands desperately need 
broadband investment. 
That’s why many Tribes 
and Tribal organizations 
have weighed in with 
their support for the step 
we are taking today, from 
the Affiliated Tribes of 
Northwest Indians in Ore-
gon to Gila River in Arizo-
na to the Coeur D’Alene 
Tribe in Idaho to the Sov-
ereign Councils of Hawai-
ian Homelands Assembly 
to the Ohkay Owingeh in 
New Mexico to the Red 
Lake Band of Chippewa 
Indians in Minnesota to 
the Alatna Village Council 
in Alaska. These tribes 
understand that a $34.25-
per-month subsidy is a 
significant sum that, 
when aggregated, can 
greatly improve a facili-
ties-based provider’s 
business case for build-
ing out broadband net-
works on Tribal lands. 

Third, we take the simple 

and common-sense step 
of requiring independent 
certification of residency 
on Tribal lands for those 
seeking enhanced Tribal 
support. Until now, the 
Lifeline program has al-
l o w e d  f o r  s e l f -
certification of Tribal resi-
dency. That flawed sys-
tem allowed one reseller 
to sign up more Tribal 
customers in Hawaii than 
there were Tribal resi-
dents! Simply put, the 
honor system is not an 
adequate safeguard for 
scarce taxpayer funds. 
Today, we close this 
loophole and require resi-
dency on Tribal lands to 
be independently verified.   

Fourth, we reverse an anti
-consumer rule that the 
prior Commission estab-
lished just last year. The 
so-called “port freeze” 
allowed Lifeline providers 
to lock-in consumers for 
a year when providing 
broadband service. And 
this past year, we’ve 
heard of Lifeline custom-
ers dissatisfied with their 
service but blocked from 
switching to a different 
Lifeline provider because 
of this rule. All consum-
ers— inc luding low-
income consumers—
deserve choice and flexi-
bility, and I’m glad that 
we’re repealing this ill-
considered rule.  

Fifth, we take an im-
portant step to ensure 
that Lifeline consumers 
are receiving the quality 
of service they deserve. 
Right now, some resellers 
are claiming to meet Life-
line’s minimum service 
s t a n d a r d s  t h r o u g h 
“premium Wi-Fi”—a ser-
vice that might work at 
the local McDonald’s but 
won’t connect students 
who want to do their 
homework at home. Low-
income families deserve 
high-quality services, not 
cheap knock-offs. Today, 
we say second-class ser-
vice isn’t good enough. 

Taken together, these five 
targeted measures will 
reduce waste, fraud, and 
abuse in the program.  

They will help bridge the 
digital divide on rural 
Tribal lands. And they will 
improve service for Life-
line consumers. 

Turning from our reforms 
to our proposals, we’re 
exploring further ways to 
crack down on waste, 
fraud, and abuse—for 
example, by improving 
our Lifeline audits and 
making the National Veri-
fier work better once it’s 
up and running. We take 
a hard look at wireless 
resellers—the group of 
Lifeline providers that 
have been the subject of 
the vast majority of Com-
mission investigations for 
waste, fraud, and abuse. 
And we finally propose to 
adopt a real, self-
enforcing Lifeline budget 
for the first time. Some 
say that the Lifeline pro-
gram is too important to 
have a meaningful budg-
et. I say it’s too important 
not to have one. Having 
an enforceable budget 
mechanism promotes 
good government and 
helps ensure that every 
dollar spent is spent 
more wisely. And every 
other Universal Service 
Fund program—E-Rate, 
high cost, and rural 
health care—has a real 
budget, and every one of 
those programs is criti-
cal, too.  

We also examine how the 
Lifeline program can sup-
port investment in broad-
band networks where 
they are needed most—in 
the low-income communi-
ties in our cities, in rural 
areas, and on Tribal lands 
that have been digitally 
redlined. Far too many 
Americans lack the af-
fordable broadband op-
tions that many of us take 
for granted. And for far 
too long, policymakers 
have let unscrupulous 
wireless resellers waste 
Lifeline funding rather 
than demand these funds 
go to support real digital 
opportunity and infra-
structure in underserved 
communities. 
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Greetings my friends, relatives 

and supporters, 

   Once again, I can't tell you how 

much I am so honored that you 

would want to hear my words, or 

should I say read my words. You 

can’t imagine the thoughts that go 

through my head at times whenever 

everything is still and quiet in the 

night, when I lay there staring into 

the dark with day dreams of how 

things could possibly be better. 

   I know I've said this once before 

in some past statement years back. 

However, it comes to my thoughts 

how the term "day of mourning" 

makes me think of a reverse as in 

the morning of a new day, and how 

one term refers to those caught up 

in a deep sorrow and how the other 

term is a promise of a new begin-

ning with the rising of the sun. In 

our traditions and culture most trib-

al nations historically did a mourn-

ing period of one year for the de-

ceased.  

   However, for us during this point 

in time we are continually losing 

our people, and especially our 

young people, and our women who 

continually disappear with no trace. 

Ours lands are constantly violated. 

The air, the water, the soil, all of 

nature is screaming against the in-

justice that is continually perpetrat-

ed by those who worship money. 

So, in essence I want to say in the 

loudest voice and the sincerest 

voice I possibly speak, we don't 

have a day of mourning. We have 

generations of mourning year after 

year. I don't know what I can do 

further from where I'm at but in 

whatever way possible I want to 

add my scream to the scream of the 

earth and the scream of our people 

for justice. 

   These ecological disasters caused 

by the wealthy must stop. Those 

people who are destroying the earth 

must realize that they ultimately 

will destroy themselves also. I 

know many of you have taken part 

in the prayer vigils and stood 

strong in the face of wrongful beat-

ings and shootings and various oth-

er forms of violence and I com-

mend you for your bravery. Having 

said that, I want to encourage you 

to move forward to a new day. 

With each new day we need to rise 

to the occasion to defend what is 

right and do what we can to right 

what is wrong. 

   Our enemy is not any person of 

particular color. Our enemy is 

those who are ignorant of the reali-

ty that we are all an intricate part of 

the circle of life. We must arm our-

selves with the knowledge it takes 

to bring attention to the wrongness 

of their thinking, the wrongness of 

their exploitation of our mother 

earth, and the wrongness of their 

mistreatment of the indigenous 

peoples throughout our lands. I 

would encourage you to mourn if 

that is your way and do whatever 

length of time that is required by 

your teachings. 

   However, I sincerely encourage 

each one of you to take it upon 

yourself to become a warrior of 

one. Educate yourself. Find the 

knowledge it takes to survive and 

thrive in a good way. And to con-

front the ignorance of those who 

are destroying the natural. Confront 

them in such a way that they will 

come to know that to destroy the 

earth, to destroy our people, to con-

tinually ignore a philosophy and 

teachings that allowed this land to 

exist since the beginning of time in 

a beautiful natural existence, they 

will ultimately destroy themselves 

and all life. 

   Perhaps I've said too much. I 

don't know your agenda. Obvious-

ly, I have more time than you. I 

want to say in closing, I love you, I 

love that you're here, I love that 

you want to make a difference and 

I will pray for you always. I further 

want to say you are making a dif-

ference. You have made a differ-

ence, power to the people and the 

earth. 

   If you have any questions about 

donations for my new legal team 

please call our new office in Tam-

pa, FL. 218-790-7667 and join us 

in the struggle for my freedom to 

join you here in person, a dream of 

mine for many years. 

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse  

Doksha,  

Leonard Peltier 
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1323 Longworth HOB 

Washington DC 20515 

(202) 225-2801 

(855) 225-2801 

Noem.house.gov 

Rapid City office 

343 Quincy St, Ste 102 
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(605) 394-5280 

 

US Senator  

John Thune 

US Senate SR 493 

Washington DC 20510 

(202) 224-2321 

(866) 850-3855 

Thune.senate.gov 

Rapid City office 

246 Founders Park Dr 

Rapid City SD 57701 

(605) 348-7551 

 

US Senator  

Mike Rounds 

Russell Senate  

Courtyard 4 

Washington DC 20510 

(202) 224-5842 

Rounds.senate.gov 

Rapid City office 

1313 W Main St 
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(605) 343-5027 
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South Dakota Legislators 

“Today, I was on Alcatraz Island at the  
Indigenous People’s Sunrise Gathering, in 
solidarity with those celebrating their cul-
ture and paying respects to those that par-
ticipated in the 19-month occupation of  
Alcatraz in an effort to force to honor the 
Treaty of Fort Laramie.”  

Colin Kaepernick  
(Tweet posted on Thanksgiving Day) 

mailto:editor@sicanguscribe.com
http://www.sicanguscribe.com
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   Historical or inter-

generational trauma is 

real among our people. 

Many issues our teen-

agers and children are 

dealing with today are 

rooted in historical or 

intergenerational trau-

ma. Our lives, as well 

as those of our de-

scendants, will be af-

fected by trauma as 

long as we don’t make 

a conscious effort to 

heal.  

   People who tell you 

that the effects of his-

torical or intergenera-

tional trauma should-

n’t be talked about are 

in denial. We have to 

heal our past to under-

stand the issues of to-

day and work for a 

better future. Don’t let 

anyone tell you to be 

quiet about the trauma 

we’ve suffered. Again, 

we have to consciously 

face traumatic events 

of the past so we can 

bring healing for our-

selves and our unborn 

generations.  

   One glaring example 

of how historical or 

intergenerational trau-

ma impacts us in the 

present is the sexual 

molestation and sexual 

assault of our children. 

Many children being 

sexually abused today 

are victimized by peo-

ple who were also sex-

ually molested. Chil-

dren sexually molest-

ing other children is 

more common than 

you believe. It’s been 

going on since before I 

was a child.  

   When a child is sex-

ually molested they 

may have no idea of 

what is happening. 

They are forced by the 

abuser to feel what 

they wouldn’t usually 

experience until adult-

hood. An innocent 

child has no idea of 

what they’ve experi-

enced as being wrong, 

especially if it felt 

good.  

   Many children 

who’ve been sexually 

abused tend to block 

out the memory of 

who molested them. 

However, the behavior 

children exhibit in 

public is generally a 

dead giveaway that 

they’ve been sexually 

molested. Sometimes 

the sexual behavior of 

molested children 

manifests in a class-

room setting, other 

times it shows up at 

home.  

   Innocent children are 

often oblivious to the 

sexual behavior they 

may exhibit in public. 

A teacher or daycare 

provider might notice 

the sexual behavior of 

a child. It’s best to re-

port any unusual be-

havior at school to the 

principal or counselor. 

If nothing is done at 

school to address the 

sexual behavior of 

children, it should be 

reported to law en-

forcement, a medical 

provider or social ser-

vices. Keep reporting 

until someone investi-

gates. In many cases, 

it’s quite possible the 

child is being regularly 

victimized at home.  

   Trauma impacts eve-

ry single one of us. 

Even if you don’t be-

lieve you are affected, 

you are. Because of 

the horrendous experi-

ences our grandparents 

survived, trauma is in 

our genes. We were 

also born with the ge-

netic trauma of our 

ancestors, who were 

brutalized in a number 

of ways. This genetic 

trauma is passed down 

to our children, grand-

children and great-

grandchildren. If we 

don’t live a healthy 

life, we can exacerbate 

the trauma effects our 

children suffer.  

   Trauma affects our 

entire life. Many of 

our people suffer from 

drug and alcohol ad-

dictions their whole 

life because of trauma. 

Other people are incar-

cerated because of ge-

netic trauma. That is, 

many of our people 

will spend decades be-

hind bars because ge-

netic trauma worked in 

way to bring about the 

violent or sexual vic-

timization of an inno-

cent adult or child.  

   Please don’t let an 

ignorant educator, or 

any other uninformed 

adult, tell you that 

trauma is simply his-

torical and doesn’t 

need to be addressed. 

Nothing is going to 

heal your trauma and 

the impact it has on 

your life until you face 

it. Healing can be 

found in many places 

but the process has to 

start somewhere.  

   Our children will 

continue to be brutal-

ized until we face and 

heal our trauma. It’s 

up to all of us to stop 

the sexual victimiza-

tion of small children. 

The sexual abuse of 

small children is hap-

pening right now in 

homes located on eve-

ry single Indian reser-

vation on this conti-

nent. It will continue 

as long as we look 

away and refuse to talk 

about ways to heal our 

trauma.   

   It isn’t easy to face 

the wrongs we’ve 

committed. Yet, ad-

mitting that you’ve 

acted from a place of 

historical or intergen-

erational trauma is a 

start. Please don’t be 

afraid to face your 

trauma. Don’t be 

afraid to seek help. It’s 

the first step to heal-

ing.  

   Our children and un-

born generations are 

depending on us to 

heal our historical 

trauma.   

 

MISSION – The 

White Buffalo Calf 

Woman Society 

(WBCWS) was estab-

lished in 1978 as a do-

mestic violence shel-

ter; today men, women 

and children benefit 

from services provid-

ed. 

   WBCWS is the old-

est domestic violence 

shelter in Indian Coun-

try. They have 35 beds 

in a large house in 

Mission, South Dakota 

and are generally full 

at all times of the year. 

The shelter houses 

both women and their 

children. An array of 

services is available 

for relatives at 

WBCWS.  

   A recent service be-

came available to local 

relatives. Ta Tiwaheki 

(Her House) is located 

on main street and is 

open to anyone who 

wants to take ad-

vantage of the oppor-

tunities offered there.  

   The WBCWS knows 

that education opens 

doors for opportunities 

to get good jobs or go 

further with your edu-

cation. We will offer 

GED classes from 

10am-noon for inter-

ested adults. This is a 

great chance for you to 

work at your own 

pace. There’s always 

someone to help you 

study and prepare to 

take the GED tests.  

   There is a lot more 

to job skills than fill-

ing out an application. 

Her House will also 

sessions from 1pm-

3pm to offer assis-

tance. You can come 

in to learn how to 

write a good resume. 

Staff will also help 

you learn how to have 

a successful job inter-

view.  

   Personal budgeting 

is another area where 

many local relatives 

need help. Classes will 

be available from 

3:30pm-5pm for peo-

ple who want to learn 

more about managing 

money and saving for 

the future.  

   There is a kitchen on 

site that’s available to 

relatives. If you want 

to have a lunch sale 

but don’t have any-

where to prepare your 

food, you can pay a 

small fee to use the 

kitchen at Her House. 

The equipment is in 

good working order 

and there is plenty of 

room to work.  

   The craft room will 

be available to all of 

our relatives who need 

our services as victims 

of violence. Activities 

will be scheduled for 

children both in and 

out of the shelter.  

   Also, activities such 

as sewing, shawl mak-

ing, quilting or bead-

work will be held. 

Every day there will 

be arts & crafts ses-

sions. WBCWS is 

partnering with 

Grace’s Creations. 

This organization was 

looking for a Tribe 

that would benefit 

from their program. 

They want local artists 

to create bead work 

using their custom de-

signs. This will supply 

everything needed to 

complete the projects.   

   Other activities 

scheduled include a 

Girls Rooster, 6pm-

7pm on Mondays. Do-

mestic violence sup-

port open group, 6pm-

7pm on Tuesdays. 

Sexual assault survi-

vors support group, 

6pm-7pm on Wednes-

days. Support group 

for parents of children 

who have been sexual-

ly assaulted, 6pm-7pm 

on Thursdays.  

   For scheduling or 

other questions please 

contact Debbie      

Burnette at Her House 

605-856-2252.  
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BISMARCK – A trio 

of Lakota women de-

livered a petition con-

taining 55,000 signa-

tures asking the Mor-

ton County State’s At-

torney to dismiss 

charges filed against 

NoDAPL water pro-

tectors.  

   “We are here today 

to present a petition of 

55,000 signatures rep-

resenting people from 

all over the world,” 

stated Phyllis Young, 

Standing Rock tribal 

citizen and former trib-

al council member.  

   “The petition was 

submitted to the Mor-

ton County State’s At-

torney office with 

55,000 signatures on 

paper or online,” 

Young continued.    

“That’s a pretty good 

representation of hu-

man interest in our 

cause and our case to-

day. Those petitions 

represent 400 addition-

al people who are be-

ing prosecuted in the 

court here, about 400 

have already gone 

through the court sys-

tem. There have been 

many charges dropped 

or dismissed.” 

   “This petition is rep-

resentative of what 

happened one year ago 

today, when water pro-

tectors suffered the 

most violent confron-

tation inflicted by 

Tiger Swan, in cooper-

ation with every law 

enforcement on a lo-

cal, regional and na-

tional level,” Young 

stated. “The crimes 

and acts of war that 

occurred a year ago 

today is why we are 

commemorating today 

and asking for dismis-

sal of the charges.” 

   On November 20, 

2016 a large group of 

people gathered just 

after dark on the Back-

water Bridge north of 

the Oceti Sakowin 

Camp. The tempera-

ture was below freez-

ing, yet the militarized 

police force sprayed 

the group with cold 

water from cannons 

and shot projectiles 

into the group.  

   Two women were 

seriously injured. 

Vanessa Dundon’s ret-

ina was severed in her 

right eye after she was 

hit in the face with a 

tear gas cannister. So-

phia Wilansky had to 

have her left arm sur-

gically restored after 

being hit by a rubber 

bullet and a percussion 

grenade. Nearly 30 

other water protectors 

were treated for inju-

ries at local hospitals. 

Live video feeds from 

drone operators and 

amateur journalists 

were viewed world-

wide.  

   “We brought this 

petition as an offering 

because one year ago 

today, phone calls 

from all over the world 

poured in to Morton 

County asking for help 

for all of the water 

protectors on the 

bridge who were being 

hurt,” stated Holy Elk 

Lafferty, a Cheyenne 

River tribal citizen. 

“But the world’s cries 

were ignored as people 

were injured. People 

suffered permanent 

physical, mental and 

emotional damages.”  

   The Morton County 

State’s Attorney office 

“did not have any 

comment on the peti-

tion,” stated LaDonna 

Tamakawastewin Al-

lard, a Standing Rock 

tribal citizen who 

founded the Sacred 

Stone camp. “We re-

minded them of the 1-

year anniversary of the 

water cannons.”  

   “We talked about the 

injustice that has hap-

pened here in this area. 

All of the people suf-

fering today with the 

memory of what hap-

pened on the bridge a 

year ago have a right 

to justice. We don’t 

want to be an aggres-

sor, we want to be a 

defender; to stand here 

to defend our home, to 

defend our land,” Al-

lard said. “I love my 

river and I love my 

home.” 

   “It was a very in-

tense meeting to sit 

across the table from 

someone who holds so 

much power over the 

freedom of our people 

in his hands,” Lafferty 

said.  

   “We all know that 

along with those pipe-

lines, come the man 

camps. Our women, 

our little girls go miss-

ing, they are targeted 

by men in those 

camps. Women are 

murdered in some cas-

es and never found. 

We are preyed upon 

by the men who live in 

these camps,” Lafferty 

continued. “I asked the 

States Attorney’s rep-

resentative to take this 

seriously and to 

acknowledge that all 

women of all colors 

are valuable. I asked 

him to join in this fight 

with us.” 

   “We have been on 

the front lines for 10 

years fighting off pipe-

lines that have come 

through treaty territo-

ry,” Young said.   

   “The State of North 

Dakota has an oppor-

tunity today, with this 

petition, to change 

their direction in the 

way they are standing 

against us,” Lafferty 

stated. “We can all 

work together towards 

a better future. We can 

all work together for 

clean water. We can 

all work together for a 

healthy planet for all 

of us.” 

 

Water Protector Women Deliver Petition to Morton County Asking for Criminal Charges to be Dropped 
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Big Selection! Columbia—Carhartt—Nike—Adidas—UnderArmour—
Lugz—Skechers—Sorel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Low Gas Prices—Full Grocery Line—ATM 

Fresh Produce Meat—Deli Specials—Catering 

SUN-THU  

7AM-11PM  

FRI-SAT  

7AM-12AM    
FAIRGROUNDS 

BIA ROUTE 1 ROSEBUD SD   


	Sicangu Scribe Page 1.7
	Sicangu Scribe Page 2.7
	Sicangu Scribe Page 3.7
	Sicangu Scribe Page 4
	Sicangu Scribe Page 5.7
	Sicangu Scribe Page 6
	Sicangu Scribe Page 7.7
	Sicangu Scribe Page 8
	Sicangu Scribe Page 9.7
	Sicangu Scribe Page 10
	Sicangu Scribe Page 11.7
	Sicangu Scribe Page 12.7

